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The behavior of human beings is influenced by nature and nurture factors. The interaction of both factors contributes to the development of an individual in aspects. Psychology studies the behaviour of an individual, explaining the reasons for behaving in a certain way. The interaction between the environment and the social institutions within a community influences the personality or behaviour that one will portray. It is important to understand the social aspects of an individual to account for some behavior. A branch of psychology which specializes in explaining how the environment of a person and the society affects their behaviour is known as community psychology (Dalton et al, 2013). It determines the social concerns, institutions and how they affect an individual or a group of members of the organization. The purpose of this paper is to explain the historical factors that influenced the emergence of community psychology in the mid- 20th century in the U.S.
The U.S experienced an atmosphere of increased social awareness that was marked by calls for social equality and the end of gender and racial discrimination in the entire society. In the mid-20th century, there was an increased campaign advocating for civil rights in the country. Before this clamour, the society was characterized by inequality and social injustices that affected the development of children living in these neighbourhoods. These conditions were favourable for the development of community psychology which was against social injustice and explained the impact of such conditions on the development of human behaviour. To formulate the civil rights and policies during this period, community psychology was very important as it would determine the main needs of the society or community. The atmosphere of social awareness, therefore, facilitated the emergence of community psychology.
According to Kagan et al, (2019) there was increased concern for community mental health movement, which would later lead to the closure of many state mental hospitals. This development led to clinicians giving birth to community psychology to address community issues. The clinicians aimed at becoming agents of social change in the community through the introduction of community psychology. To ensure mental health within the community was a movement facilitates the behaviour which is based on logic. Mental health issues had been attributed to poor mental health awareness in the community. This would be facilitated if there was an understanding of the social dynamics that led to mental health issues. Understanding such social factors community psychology became the most important tool to achieve that purpose. 
The need for community leaders to advocate for equal rights in society and social justice from the policymakers creates the need for community psychology. The mid-20th century was characterized by civil issues such as increased discrimination and other forms of social injustices. To understand its impact on the behaviour of members of society, it is important to introduce community psychology. To advocate for such rights on behalf of the community, knowledge of community psychology is very important because it enables research on community policies that can facilitate equality in the community. Such policies are implemented based on social needs and issues that affect the community. The community leaders who aimed at becoming advocates of social justice and equality required the establishment of community psychology. 
Community development is achieved through the different social needs in the communities. Establishment of social institutions enabled the society to develop in various aspects such as education and health. The community psychology enables the establishment of necessary institutions that can be used to promote the community infrastructure. The members of the community join hands to ensure that the community so that they can be of positive influence on the development of human behaviour. Establishment of social institutions and their effectiveness in ensuring that they are of positive influence towards the needs of the society can only be achieved through community psychology. 

















REFERENCES.
Kagan, C., Burton, M., Duckett, P., Lawthom, R., & Siddiquee, A. (2019). Critical community psychology: Critical action and social change. Routledge.
Dalton, J. H., Hill, J., Thomas, E., & Kloos, B. (2013). Community psychology. John Wiley & Sons Inc.







